FOREIGN IMMIGRATION IN THE ITALIAN ALPS:
A CHALLENGE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INNER AREAS
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[TALIAN ALPINE POPULATION

52.000 sq. Km (17% of national territory, 7 regions)

84 inhabitants/sq. km (national average: 198)

1.749 local municipalities (21,6% of italian municipalities); 24% with a
population of less then 500 people

4.364.538 residents (7,3% of the Italian population)

After a long period of depopulation, new growth in the last 15 years in several
areas (even if 42% of alpine municipalities are still loosing population)

The majority of Italian Alpine territorities have a negative trend in the rate of
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FOREIGN RESIDENTS IN THE ITALIAN ALPS

(Italian municipalities inside the territory of the AlpConv)

350.000 people (53% females and 47% males), mostly from non EU countries
(Morocco, Romania, Ucraina, China, Pakistan, Albania, Senegal) are officially
resident in Alpine Italian municipalities (2014)

Foreigners are the 7,86 % of Italian Alpine population (national average: 7,35%)

Higher percentages: Trentino-Alto Adige, Veneto, areas close to the Padana
plain, inner areas characterised by ethnic professmns (stone quarries, wood
cutting, sheep-farming, ...), foot-hill territories close to metropolitan areas

There are foreign residents in 98% of Italian Alpine Municipalities
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FACTORS OF ATTRACTION
OF FOREIGN IMMIGRATION IN THE ITALIAN ALPS

O Jobs offer (agriculture, wood cutting, quarries, craft sector, small
industries, building sector, touristic services, health care and social
services, ..)

d Housing market (abandoned/empty houses, lower rents, etc.)

O Lower cost of life

 Better quality of life (environment, community relationships, ...)
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FOREIGN RESIDENTS IN THE ALPS
(2013)




ITALIAN INNER AREAS

Inner Areas are so defined with respect to:

Significative distance from principle service poles (hospital, schools,
raillway main stations,..)

Presence of important natural (water, agricultural systems, forests,
natural landscapes, ..) and cultural resources (archaeological, historical
settlements, abbeys, small museums, craft centers, ..)

Complex territory, result of the interaction between natural system,
anthropization and depopulation

montainous
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THE NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR INNER AREAS

(SNAI: http://www.agenziacoesione.gov.it/it/arint/)

It is a National Strategy, from 2012, dependent by the National Goverment

Intervenes on those areas characterized by degradation and depopulation, due
to the scarcity of essential services (Health, Education, Mobility)

Considers strategic the enhancement of local assets (empowerment)

It is characterized by transparent and participatory processes

It aims to reverse the negative demographic trends, by investing in local
development and in the offer of new services
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SNAI APPROACH

Multi-level governance (National Government, Regions, Municipalities)

* Two interdipendent lines of intervention: projects of local development (focused

on local resources and expertise) and support to the offer of local essential services
Multi-funds effort: national and structural funds (FESR, FSE e FEASR, ..)

Small number of areas for each region: pivot areas, in order to develop a
learning process and the replication of good experiences

Public and open selection of the areas, with a partecipatory approach




20 municipalities

24.229 inhabitants (scattered in the upper valley)
Foreigners: 10,6 %

31,1 inhabitants / sg.Km

Long-term depopulation

Weak road network and problems of mobility
Decreasing agricultural area (-18% in the last 20 years)
New touristic development

Signs of repopulation

Valli Maira e Grana
Classificazione Aree Interne
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FOREIGN IMMIGRATION
IN VAL MAIRA AND VAL GRANA

In the last 10 years the demographic growth in the valley was about 6,5%, only due
to immigration (internal and, more, international one).

The upper valley 1s still loosing population, where the lower one is increasing.

The majority of migrants (74%, mostly from Ivory Coast and Morocco.) live in the
lower valley, in the village of Dronero. They arrived in the late 90s, attracted by
the opportunity to work during the summer in agricolture, and settled in Dronero
because of the lower prices in local housing market. Subsequently, some of them
found a job also during the winter, in small local factories and craft activities, and
called their families from abroad.




FOREIGN IMMIGRATION
AND MOUNTAIN REPOPULATION

- A big residence (hospice) for elderly people in the village of Stroppo, is attracting
new residents (the retired people), their relatives (temporary inhabitants) and
health-care workers (mostly foreign citizens)

- Sub-urbanization processes related to the near town of Cuneo (rebound effect), are
pushing foreigners towards the foot-hill, looking for cheaper houses and better
quality of life

- A small German community, running a cultural and turistic centre in a restored
village (Borgata S. Martino), is attracting German hikers (GTA route)

- Large availability of abandoned houses/villages/farms/woods/pastures, is attracting
foreign settlements (and italian, too)
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SNAI APPROACH
IN VAL MAIRA AND VAL GRANA

Selection of the area as a pivotal one for replication/dissemination at regional
and extra regional level

Focus on repopulation, trough the enhancing of essential services
Encourage local alliance for a common vision of development (governance)

Support economic initiatives: attracting small enterprises for the production of
hydro-electric energy, using local taxation to finance social and health services

Support culturels: Occitan culture and language, in order to preserve local
identity but also to create a bridge with french-speakers in the valley (immigrants
from Morocco and lvory Coast)

Support education: realization of a new educational and multi-functional centre,
in upper valley, to avoid commuting towards lower valley
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